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FROM THE
DRESSING ROOM
I want to give a warm welcome to the 
manager, staff, players and directors of 
Baldock Town.

Firstly, I’d like to touch on last weekend’s 
win against Aylesbury Vale Dynamos. I 
am proud of the character shown by the 
players to not only break down a tough 
defensive side but regain control of the 
game after conceding goals on either 
side of half-time. Games like that don’t 
always go your way, so to get a confi-
dent 5-2 win is a positive result. 

This week, I had the opportunity to meet 
with Bedford Blues’ Director of Rugby, 
Mike Rayer. Despite coaching in entire-
ly different sports, talking to Mike and 
learning about his coaching style and 
philosophy was great. Mike has been in 
the job for nearly 20 years, and it is clear 
that he is still willing and keen to learn 
and develop. I look forward to spending 
more time with Mike and his team and 
hopefully taking learnings from my time 
at Goldington Road into the football 
club. 

On Tuesday night, the squad were wel-
comed by Lui, Andy, and fellow trainers 
in the boxing gym adjacent to the club. 
They put the team through their paces 
with conditioned boxing fitness and 

training, so I want to thank everyone at 
the gym who coached the squad through 
what was a gruelling conditioning circuit, 
taking many players out of their comfort 
zone.

Thank you to all the fans who came out 
in force to support the team last week-
end. Seeing so many in attendance is 
uplifting, no matter the conditions! We 
hope to continue playing exciting and 
entertaining football for all at McMullen 
Park. 

I also want to credit Jack Mudge and 
the rest of the backroom staff, who have 
worked tirelessly over the last few weeks 
to keep the pitch in good condition 
despite the poor weather. With multiple 
games on the pitch each week, the club 
still maintains a good surface and gets 
games going, which helps the team mas-
sively with momentum as we head into a 
long stretch of winter fixtures.

Thanks again to those Pirates fans who 
continue to show their support; I hope 
the performances on the field match the 
enthusiasm off it.

Rob Sinclair,
Manager



AYLESBURY VALE
MATCH REPORT
The Pirates overcame an Aylesbury 
fightback to extend their lead at the 
top of the Spartan South Midlands Pre-
mier Division by 2 points.

The away side came out the blocks well 
determined to inflict a home defeat and 
created the first clear-cut chance of 
the afternoon. Fabian Garcia threaded 
a ball through to Jake Baldwin, which 
Lewis Burgess blocked but only as far as 
Garci. With only the goalkeeper to beat, 
he stabbed his shot towards goal, but 
McGregor got down well to trap the ball.

It would take another 30 minutes before 
Bedford got their first real chance at goal 
after a low-block Aylesbury defence nulli-
fied relentless attacking pressure. Howev-
er, The Pirates broke the seal just before 
the break. Patient build-up play by The 
Pirates allowed Josh Setchell to cross. The 
ball deflected off an Aylesbury defender, 
only for Drew Richardson to head it back 
into the path of Setchell, and the winger 
threaded the ball through to Lee Wat-

kins, who fired the ball across goal, with 
Richardson providing a delicate touch at 
the front post to help it on towards Tom 
Hitchcock. The striker then buried his 
chance on the turn to open the scoring at 
McMullen Park. 

Moments later, Bedford was in again. Su-
perb one-touch interplay between Corbit, 
Setchell and Richardson found Ben Ste-
vens in space. The attacker pulled it back 
to Setchell in the box, who buried it in the 
bottom corner to double The Pirates’ lead 
inside 2 minutes. 

Aylesbury refused to go down without 
a fight and pulled themselves back into 
the game on the stroke of halftime. After 
a corner from the away side came to 
nothing, Abu Khan’s chance was blocked 
by Joe Steele, but the ball fell to Martin 
Lancaster on the edge of the area, who 
fired it home straight past McGregor at 
some pace to half the deficit heading into 
the break.



AYLESBURY VALE
MATCH REPORT

Second Half

Continuing their momentum at the end of 
the first half, Aylesbury Vale struck early 
in the second period. Quick thinking on 
the counter from Tom Cove set Jake Bald-
win down the left flank. His cross into the 
area found an unmarked Abu Khan, who 
chipped the ball over McGregor to level 
proceedings.

The Pirates needed something special to 
retain the lead, and it came from young-
ster Harry Hurst. He picked up the ball in 
a crowded area on the edge of the box 
and managed to curl a shot past Ayles-
bury defenders, dipping down in front 
of Charlie Jones’ goal, glancing off the 
bar and into the back of the net. It was a 
fine way to score your first goal in Real 
Bedford colours, as the home side found 
themselves back in front. 

It was then that Aylesbury started to 
tire, and Bedford turned the screw. Eddie 
Corbit picked up on a loose ball midfield 

and fired it towards Hitchcock. The striker 
flicked it in behind to Ben Stevens, who 
coolly converted his one-on-one chance 
against Jones to add to his recent goal 
tally.

Hitchcock bagged his brace with 10 
minutes to go. Josh Setchell raced down 
the right flank before releasing a hard low 
cross, which Jones palmed into the path 
of the awaiting Hitchcock, who smashed 
the ball into the back of the vacant net.

With moments to go, Setchell nearly 
made it six but for a great save and the 
bar. Cutting in from the right, the winger 
unleashed a vicious shot, which Jones 
tipped onto the underside of the bar.

RBFC: McGregor, Corbit, Burgess (Walsh 
79’), Wood ©, Steele (Swain 50’), Rich-
ardson, Setchell (A.Sinclair 91’), Wat-
kins, Hitchcock, Stevens, Hurst

Unused Subs: J.Ducket, Ahmed



FROM THE BOARDROOM
Welcome to McMullen Park. I am so grateful 
for your incredible support, which has real-
ly helped the club with its goals of bringing 
league football to Bedford.

My work covering Bitcoin and macroeconom-
ics requires me to cover global politics, and 
something significant happened this week: 
Argentina elected a new President, Javier 
Milei. Milei is not just any ordinary leader. 
Renowned for his unapologetically libertarian 
ideas, he has managed to capture the public’s 
attention nationally and internationally. Milei’s 
rise to power can be attributed to his fearless 
opposition to conventional economic policies, 
advocating for radical and transformative 
changes within Argentina’s complex economic 
landscape.

Milei’s election comes at a pivotal time for 
Argentina. The nation has grappled with 
severe inflation for decades. This economic 
malaise has eroded the purchasing power of 
the average Argentine, leading to widespread 
discontent. Milei’s campaign centred on tack-
ling this issue head-on with policies inspired 
by Austrian economics. Contrary to the more 
widely adopted Keynesian model, this school 
of thought emphasises limited government 
intervention, free-market capitalism, and a 
strong focus on individual liberties in econom-
ic activities.

I explored these economic themes in depth 
during my recent visit to Argentina for my 
documentary series “Follow the Money,” 
available on YouTube. Inflation, a topic I 

frequently discuss in these programme notes, 
is not merely an economic phenomenon but a 
hidden tax on the electorate, often punishing 
the poorest in society the most. It results from 
imprudent fiscal policies, often characterised 
by excessive government spending and money 
printing, which dilute the currency’s value and 
erode society’s fabric.

Javier Milei’s presidency marks a ground-
breaking shift in Argentina’s governance 
approach. His presidency is expected to bring 
several fundamental changes:

1. Reduction in Government Size and Influ-
ence: Milei’s plan involves significantly scaling 
back the role and size of the government in 
Argentina’s economy. This reduction implies 
a move towards privatisation of state-owned 
enterprises, deregulating various sectors, 
and trimming down bureaucratic processes. 
The idea behind this is to enhance efficien-
cy, foster entrepreneurial spirit, and reduce 
government spending, which is often seen as 
a source of inefficiency and corruption. Milei 
aims to create a more dynamic and self-reg-
ulating market environment by minimising 
government intervention in the economy.

2. Dissolution of Argentina’s Central Bank: 
One of Milei’s most controversial proposals is 
the dissolution of the Central Bank of Argen-
tina. The central bank, typically responsible 
for controlling the nation’s money supply and 
interest rates, is seen by Austrian economists 
as a source of economic instability due to its 
role in managing monetary policy. By elimi-



FROM THE BOARDROOM
nating the central bank, Milei aims to prevent 
arbitrary manipulation of the money supply, 
which he believes is a major cause of inflation. 
This move would represent a fundamental shift 
in Argentina’s monetary policy framework to 
establish a more stable and predictable eco-
nomic environment.

3.Transition to Dollarization: 
Milei proposes to replace the Argentine peso 
with the US dollar as the official currency, a 
process known as dollarization. This strategy 
has been previously implemented in countries 
like Ecuador and El Salvador. Dollarization 
can lead to immediate benefits like enhanced 
monetary stability, as it ties Argentina’s econ-
omy to the more stable and globally accepted 
US dollar, potentially reducing inflation rates 
and restoring confidence among investors. It 
can also simplify trade and financial trans-
actions with other dollarised economies 
and those using the US dollar as the trade 
currency.

Dollarisation is not without its drawbacks. It 
implies a significant loss of monetary policy 
autonomy, as Argentina would no longer be 
able to print its own currency or set its own in-
terest rates independently. This reliance on the 
US monetary policy means that any economic 
turbulence in the United States could directly 
impact Argentina. Furthermore, the initial tran-
sition to a dollarised system can be complex 
and require significant economic adjustments.
Milei’s presidency, with these radical economic 
reforms, is set to test the viability of Austrian 
economic theories in a modern economy. The 

success or failure of this experiment could 
have far-reaching implications, not only for 
Argentina but also for the global economic 
community, as it observes the impact of these 
unconventional policies.

Furthermore, Milei is a strong proponent of 
Bitcoin. He may propose legislation that would 
position Argentina as a leader in Bitcoin 
adoption, drawing parallels with El Salvador’s 
pioneering stance. As a scarce, decentralised 
digital asset, Bitcoin presents an alternative 
to traditional sovereign currencies, which are 
susceptible to debasement through inflation-
ary monetary policies.

The transition to Milei’s proposed economic 
framework may not be smooth, particularly in 
the short term. The poorer segments of society 
might face hardships as the nation adjusts 
to reduced or the removal of energy subsi-
dies and social welfare programs. However, 
the long-term outlook is promising, with the 
potential for more stable economic conditions 
and increased prosperity.

Finally, shifting our focus to the football pitch, 
we are excited for today’s match against Bal-
dock Town. With a 2-point lead at the top of 
the table, we aim to maintain our position at 
the top of the table.

Once again, thank you for your unwavering 
support.

Peter McCormack,
Chairman







RBFC LADIES
MATCH REPORT
Step 3 side Billericay proved too 
strong for The Pirates on the day, 
as Real Bedford Ladies recorded 
their first loss this season.

Despite a 5-0 scoreline, the hosts 
battled hard and created many 
chances across the 90 minutes 
while being pushed on by a 
healthy crowd at McMullen Park.

The first goal came in the first 
few minutes of the game. Maddie 
Biggs burst through the defence, 
and while she appeared to be off-
side, the linesman failed to raise 
his flag. Goalkeeper Sarah Hud-
son rushed out to close the angle 
and blocked Biggs’ effort, but she 
knocked the rebound square to 
Ruby Sealey, who tapped it into a 
vacant net.

Despite the early blow, Bedford 

stayed strong. Some good foot-
balling interplay between Erin 
Price, Chloe Martin and eventually 
Amber Smith saw the latter deliver 
a great cross towards Tash Fen-
some; however, Billericay’s Hope 
Smith smothered the ball before 
the striker could get a touch.

Ruby Sealey would have her sec-
ond inside 10 minutes up the other 
end of the field. Amber Gaylor 
delivered a pinpoint diagonal ball 
to Sealey, who trapped it down 
and slotted it past Hudson for her 
brace. 

Bedford were equal in the game 
for the rest of the second half and 
put much pressure on the Billericay 
defence. Tasha Fensome and Ces-
ca Partridge had chances to shoot 
on target throughout the remain-
der of the first half, but both were 



RBFC LADIES
MATCH REPORT

collected comfortably by Hope 
Smith in goal. Gemma Croucher 
also gained a decent chance, but 
her efforts were just wide of the 
net. 

Second Half

Despite the scoreline, Bedford 
entered the second half positively, 
knowing a goal would see them 
right back in the contest. Gemma 
Croucher drew a foul early on, al-
lowing Carroll to whip in an invit-
ing cross over to Fensome, whose 
header was inches from the target.

However, Billericay soon hit back 
with a third goal despite the 
pressure from The Pirates. Captain 
Lucy Jones, playing a perfect ball 
into the area off a corner, found 
the head of Amber Gaylor, who 
nodded it past Hudson to take Bill-

ericay clear with 20 minutes to go.

Tash Fensome was inches away 
from getting to the end of a good 
Chloe Martin delivery down the 
other end of the field moments 
later. But Billericay was proving too 
strong defensively to break down 
as Real searched for a late conso-
lation goal.

However, it would be Billericay 
who would put themselves on the 
scoresheet again. Maddie Biggs 
curled a decent effort from just 
outside the area past Hudson for 
Billericay’s fourth. With the clock 
in the red, Amber Gaylor bagged 
her brace from 30 yards out with 
an optimistic effort, firing past 
Hudson with many Real Bedford 
Ladies players further up the pitch 
in search of a goal.



This week, we sat down with Drew 
Richardson. Having signed for the 
club a fortnight ago, Richardson has 
already picked up a MOTM accolade 
on his home debut, impressing many 
Pirates fans. We talked to him about 
his time at the club, his decision to 
join The Pirates and where he thinks 
he impacts the game most on the 
field.

Looking back at last Saturday, your 
home debut. How did you find play-
ing at McMullen Park in front of a 
strong crowd?
It was a good experience; a home 
debut is always exciting coming into 
a new club, and a crowd like that 
makes things even better. Aylesbury 
came with a clear gameplan, and to 
be fair to them, they were hard to 
break down. After letting that 2 goal 
lead slip, most teams would start to 
show cracks, but the character in this 
team and the talent to win shone 

through. Overall, it was a good match 
for us against challenging opposition. 

You seemed to have settled in well 
at the club; what’s life been like 
for you on and off the pitch at Real 
Bedford?
It’s been unbelievable; it’s arguably 
the most welcoming club I’ve joined. 
Everyone seems to get along from 
staff, coaches and players, and 
there’s a real buzz around the place, 
which is quite infectious. I go home 
from training, excited about the next 
session or game. It’s a friendly envi-
ronment, and I feel well-gelled within 
the squad. I did know a few of the 
boys before I joined, but the ones I 
didn’t know have been awesome, too. 
The standards of coaching and train-
ing are a massive bonus, too, some 
of the best I’ve seen at this level. 

What convinced you to make the 
midseason move to The Pirates?

THE BIG INTERVIEW WITH DREW RICHARDSON



The travelling to Corby Town was a 
bit too much for me. I’m a Bedford 
boy, so I wanted to get back playing 
in and around my hometown. Seeing 
the visions that the club and Pete had 
set out, I knew I would always fancy 
playing at the club; as a young play-
er, it’s exciting to see a local team 
with that ambition. Matched with the 
fact I knew the coaching staff well 
and was excited by the football they 
play, it ended up being the perfect 
match. 

You have been known to play in 
multiple positions; where do you 
see yourself thriving most on the 
field?
It’s a conversation I’ve recently had 
with Rob. I certainly enjoy playing 
in different parts of the field as it 
helps my overall understanding of the 
game, but I feel like I affect the game 
the most in the midfield. Having 
played with the gaffer before, I think 

he can see that. But I want to do my 
best for the team and’ll put in 100% 
wherever I am on the pitch. 

What do you think this team can 
achieve this year?
I don’t want to jinx it, of course, but 
I don’t think there’s any reason we 
can’t push to win this league and 
to be honest, I think we could give 
it a good run in Step 4, too. I know 
from our squad and the age most 
players are at this team will only get 
better. So it’s a delight to be a part 
of it towards the start of an exciting 
journey. 

What are you expecting from Bal-
dock Town, our visitors today?
Every team will come here wanting 
to beat us, but if we continue to 
focus on our way of playing and stay 
patient, we can strike when the time 
comes and hopefully get a good 
result this afternoon.

THE BIG INTERVIEW WITH DREW RICHARDSON
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Following the demise of the 
original Baldock Town FC in 2001 
the new Baldock Town were 
formed from the Baldock Town 
Youth FC as an outlet for youth 
squads in 2003. The new Baldock 
Town played its first competitive 
match in September 2003 in the 
North Herts League at ‘The Shed’ 
on Clothall Road, Baldock. The 
match was against Magnum with 
a Rob Foster hat-trick sealing a 
5-1 win. The club then progressed 
from the North Herts League to 
the Herts Senior County League 
(HSCL). The 1st Team won Div 1 
of the HSCL in their debut season 
in 2007/2008.

For three seasons from 2008 the 
team played its home matches at 
the County Ground, Letchworth 
but they returned to Baldock to 
play at their old ground in Norton 
Road now known as the North 

Herts Arena.

After three near misses the 1st 
Team finally won the HSCL Pre-
mier Div title in 2012. Unfortu-
nately due to ground grading 
issues the team were unable to 
take their place in the Spartan 
South Midlands League (SSML).

In order to achieve its ambition 
of playing at the highest possible 
level the Team were forced to 
move to ground share with Hitch-
in FC. The club finished in second 
place the following season but 
this proved to be good enough 
to secure that elusive promotion 
to the SSML. The side, managed 
by former player Scott Grant, 
also won the Herts Senior Cente-
nary Trophy for the first time and 
retained the Anagram Records 
Trophy.

THE AWAY TEAM



The next two seasons saw a 
period of consolidation for the 
1st Team as they finished 7th 
and 10th, respectively, in SSML 
Div 1 (Step 6 on the Non-League 
pyramid). After three seasons at 
Hitchin the club moved to share 
with Stotfold FC. Luke Gregson 
then took over in 2015, following 
Grant’s resignation, and assisted 
by Dean Gilbert the team then 
went on a superb run and ended 
up just missing out on promotion. 
The 3rd place finish was the high-
est placing in their recent history.

The 2017-18 season proved to 
be momentous as Baldock Town 
continued to progress and fin-
ished second in Div 1 and were 
duly promoted to the SSML Pre-
mier Division. The team contin-
ued with its run of excellent form 
and finished in 5th place in their 
first season in the SSML Premier 

Division. The following season 
Baldock managed to get to 12th 
position before the season was 
prematurely ended as Covid 19 
started to take hold. Luke Greg-
son decided to step down at the 
end of that season and Adam 
Fisher took over as Manager, 
assisted by Rob Bates.

Baldock only managed 12 games 
in the 2020-21 season as Cov-
id-19 pandemic eventually won 
and the League was abandoned. 
Rob Bates took over as Manager 
during the summer of 2021 and 
started the season with some 
great Cup performances but 
failed to turn that into League 
form. The last couple of seasons 
have been variable with team 
development on-going. The 
Team currently ground share with 
Arlesey FC and are managed by 
Dave McAdam.











MATCHDAY SQUAD

v
PIRATES BALDOCK TOWN

TYLER MCGREGOR
ALFIE BOZWARD
LEWIS BURGESS

JOE STEELE
TOM WOOD

CURTIS HARTLEY
MATT CLIFFORD

HARRY HURST
JAMES DUCKET

OLLIE SWAIN
BEN WALSH

DREW RICHARDSON
LUKE KNIGHT ©

LEE WATKINS
CHARLIE SMITH
ARCHIE JONES
BEN STEVENS
EDDIE CORBIT
BEN FITZJOHN

JOSH SETCHELL
MO AHMED

CLASTON GORDON
ANDY SINCLAIR

TOM HITCHCOCK
JOEY EVANS

JOSHUA MOLLISON (GK)
DAVID ARCHER (GK)

KIT BROWN
BRANDON CARNEY
NEWMAN CARNEY
ROMAN CHAPPS

ZEN CUNNINGHAM
GEORGE DEVINE

HARRY DOLLIMORE
FLAVIUS DRESCANU

JEREMIAH FRIMPONG
TEDDY JONES

JOSH FURNESS
CHARLIE JOY

JACK MORRELL
ARCHIE O'BRIEN

DOMINIK ROBERTSON
OWEN ROBERTSON

MARLEY ROCHESTER
LUKE ROWLAND

THOMAS SILFORD
DEMPSEY THOMAS

TROY TIZARD-CLEGHORN
JUDE WHITE

SAMUEL WILLETT
MARCUS WILSON

MANAGER - ROB SINCLAIR
ASST. MANAGER - MARK DUCKET

COACH - PETER THORNES
GOALKEEPER COACH - IAN BROWN

PHYSIO - LOTTIE BURTON
KITMAN - GERRY MCCORMACK

HEAD COACH - DAVE MCADAM
ASST: JOHN DALLI

SPORTS THERAPIST: AMY KIBLER

REFEREE - PHILIP EVANS
ASSISTANT 1 - RHYS DAVIES

ASSISTANT 2 - ADAM MARSH


