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FROM THE
DRESSING ROOM
I want to give a warm welcome to the 
managers, staff, players and directors of 
Biggleswade United.

I want to start by thanking those fans who 
braved the conditions to support us last 
weekend at home to Arlesey. A particular 
thanks must also go to Jack Mudge and the 
rest of the Real Bedford staff and volun-
teers who ensured the pitch was suitable to 
play on after torrential rain. The perfor-
mance shown by the team during the 90 
minutes also showed character in the tricky 
conditions. To come away with 3 points and 
a clean sheet from a game like that is a 
great feeling. 

Tuesday’s clash with Potton puts us in good 
stead for today’s game. Despite not taking 
all our chances in front of the goal on the 
night, getting another clean sheet and a 
result from the match was pleasing.

I want to give a special mention to Ben 
Walsh, who made his competitive debut 
for the club against Arlesey last weekend. 
Ben suffered a nasty knee injury during the 
start of the 2022/23 pre-season campaign 
and, since then, has been working tirelessly 
alongside Lottie Burton to get back to play-
ing. Fifteen months on from the injury, it is 
great to see him back playing at McMullen 
Park and his appearance against Potton 
off the bench on Tuesday. Unfortunately, 
Matt Clifford picked up a knee injury in 

training last week, which could see him out 
for an extended period. We will continue to 
support Matt throughout his rehabilitation 
process and look forward to seeing him 
back on the pitch at McMullen Park as soon 
as possible. 

The FA Vase clash today is an exciting 
prospect. The team have trained well in the 
week and look forward to the challenge of 
Biggleswade United in a competition we 
want to go far in. Knockout football works 
in funny ways, but we feel we have pre-
pared well for what we anticipate will be a 
tough game this afternoon.

I want to wish Real Bedford Ladies the best 
of luck as they are involved in cup action 
of their own tomorrow. They face Billericay 
Town in the FA Cup at McMullen Park. The 
men’s team will be there in force to cheer 
on the team as they look to overcome a 
talented Billericay side who currently play 
two leagues above The Pirates—best of luck 
to Dean and his squad.

Thank you to all those who continue to 
support the club. In derby games like this, 
the crowd always has a massive impact on 
the game. I look forward to hearing Pirates 
fans in fine voice around McMullen Park this 
afternoon.

Rob Sinclair,
Manager



 ARLESEY TOWN
MATCH REPORT
Real Bedford heads to the top of the 
league with a win over Arlesey Town.

The Pirates put on a 5-goal thriller at 
McMullen Park in torrid conditions to 
take Bedford to the top of the Spartan 
Premier Division for the first time this 
season.

With heavy rainfall as kickoff ap-
proached, the referee delayed the start 
of the game by 30 minutes as the Real 
Bedford ground staff got to work ensur-
ing the pitch was playable.

With the match finally underway, The 
Pirates got off to a great start, open-
ing the scoring inside 10 minutes. Joey 
Evans found himself through on goal, 
but Jake Galatis saved his shot but only 
as far as Mo Ahmed, who smashed the 
ball into an empty net from 2 yards out 
to give Bedford an early lead.

The next goal came similarly to the first. 
An incisive pass from Eddie Corbit put 

Evans through on goal again; Galatis 
again saved his shot, but Stevens was 
on hand to tuck away the rebound to 
double Real’s lead.

Luke Knight then came close to ex-
tending the lead from a free-kick. A 
perfect delivery in the box from Charlie 
Smith gave the captain a free header 
in the area, but his effort was narrowly 
off-target.

Stevens managed to grab his brace 
within 30 minutes. This time, a clever 
passing chain between Charlie Smith, 
Evans and Stevens unlocked the Arlesey 
defence, putting the latter through on 
goal. Stevens made no mistake to claim 
his 15th goal of the season. 

Bedford got their fourth goal just be-
fore the halftime break. A well-weight-
ed pass from Ben Stevens found Joey 
Evans, who rounded the keeper before 
striking the ball toward goal. Although 
the shot seemed like it was drifting 



 ARLESEY TOWN
MATCH REPORT

wide, Dan Wappett’s attempted clear-
ance ensured the ball crossed the line, 
making it four goals in the opening 45 
minutes for The Pirates.

As the second half started, so did the 
downpour. Rain turned from heavy to 
torrential, threatening to end the game 
early. Charlie Smith got the first decent 
chance of the half, after good inter-
play between Mo Ahmed, Harry Hurst, 
and Smith gave the midfielder space 
in which to strike the ball from range, 
only to travel straight into the path of 
Galatis, who collected it in the second 
time of asking. 

Things turned from bad to worse for the 
away team, as defender William Mc-
Clelland was shown a straight red card 
for denying a clear goal-scoring oppor-
tunity as he took down Joey Evans, who 
was in on goal. 

Harry Hurst came close to a home 
debut goal, as the ball fell to him at the 

back post. But some heroic defending 
from Matt Gilbert denied the fullback 
the chance to get the strike away.

Bedford’s fifth goal did eventually 
come. More superb interplay between 
Smith, Stevens, and Ahmed allowed the 
winger to come away with the ball in 
the box. Ahmed took his chance from 
a tight angle, burying the ball in the 
bottom right to take it to five goals 
on the day. It was a crucial score that 
meant Real Bedford would top the table 
on goal difference going into Tuesday’s 
clash with Potton United on the road.

RBFC: McGregor, Corbit (A.Sinclair 
76’), Hurst (Walsh 86’), Swain, Steele 
(J.Ducket 61’), Smith, Setchell (Hitch-
cock 80’), Knight ©, Evans, Stevens, 
Ahmed

Unused Subs: Gordon



FROM THE BOARDROOM
Welcome to McMullen Park for what promises 
to be an exciting weekend of cup football and 
the most important football weekend since I 
took over the club. 

With two significant fixtures, this weekend is 
pivotal for Real Bedford. Our men’s team face 
Biggleswade United in the second round of the 
FA Vase, while our ladies face Billericay Town in 
the first proper round of the FA Cup. 

A key objective of mine with Real Bedford 
has been to foster parity and unity between 
our men’s and ladies’ teams; this is a process, 
and over the season and future seasons, we 
will continue aligning the goals and access to 
resources for the teams. Some of that work is 
happening this weekend; for example, we are 
producing dedicated programmes for both 
teams. I have only written one set of notes, 
so whichever programme you are reading, my 
notes will be the same. Next season, we will 
produce programmes for every ladies’ fixture 
with dedicated notes per team.

In taking over Real Bedford, my vision was 
clear: to bring league football to Bedford for 
the first time. This ambition has since evolved. 
While I firmly believe in our men’s team’s po-
tential to achieve league status, I am equally 
optimistic about our ladies’ climbing their 
pyramid and believe the women’s championship 
is possible.

Two core passions drive my commitment to 
these goals. Firstly, my love for football and the 
desire to see Bedford represented on the na-

tional football map. Secondly, and more impor-
tantly, is my love for Bedford, the town and the 
people who live here. Success in football can 
significantly contribute to the local economy, 
creating jobs and fostering new business op-
portunities. It also paves the way for nurturing 
young talent in our town.

Our strategic approach, detailed on our web-
site, is structured around key pillars that will 
drive our club’s success. We can’t avoid the fact 
that money drives football and can contribute 
significantly to what we aim to achieve. Money 
does not guarantee success, but it is undeniably 
vital to an ambitious club, as a good budget 
helps recruit high-quality managers, coaches, 
and players who can win trophies. 

I want to build a sustainable business model for 
the club, which requires a strong brand and a 
bold approach. We have already seen prom-
ising results with our success on the pitch, and 
our growing fanbase, both locally and interna-
tionally.

Rob Sinclair’s appointment as Real Bedford’s 
manager was a game-changer. When I first met 
Rob, I knew he would be perfect for the job, not 
just because of his understanding of football 
but because I met someone with a similar work 
ethic as mine. Rob understood my goals and 
vision and has delivered perfectly since his 
appointment. In our first season, he won the 
league by nine points, along with winning the 
County Cup, and now, in our second season, 
we are again top of the league. Rob will tell 
me there is a long way to go, but I can still 



FROM THE BOARDROOM
commend him on his achievements. We have 
the best manager in non-league football, and I 
hope to work with him for many years, deliver-
ing success for Bedford.

On the ladies’ front, integrating Bedford Ladies 
and Girls into the club and rebranding them 
Real Bedford Ladies has been a significant 
milestone. The introduction of Dean Perrett as 
the new manager, backed by dedicated spon-
sorship and equal access to financial resources 
and facilities, has seen the ladies’ team excel, 
mirroring the success of our men’s team. So far 
this season, they have won every match and 
currently sit top of the league. Again, there is a 
long way to go, but I must also commend Dean 
on understanding our vision and building a 
competitive squad.

Off the field, building a loyal and growing 
fanbase is integral to our vision. We’ve seen a 
fantastic increase in attendance for both men’s 
and women’s matches. With our men’s team, 
the crowds were 40-50 people when we took 
over, yet last season, we averaged 180, and this 
season, despite all the rain, we are averaging 
close to 230, with a record crowd of nearly 500 
when we played Stansted. Similarly, our crowds 
averaged under 50 with the ladies last season, 
yet we are averaging close to 120 this season.

Local support is the lifeblood of any club. Each 
ticket, t-shirt, and burger you buy directly sup-
ports the club’s goals. More importantly, when 
you come down to McMullen Park and cheer our 
teams on, you give them an extra buzz to go 
out and win.

My long-term vision includes much more, from 
establishing a local academy to foster home-
grown talent to developing opportunities for 
disability sports in the town. Over time, I will 
continue communicating our plans and progress 
in these areas.

I sincerely thank everyone who has supported 
our journey thus far. The relentless dedication of 
our managers, staff, and teams to winning has 
been a pleasure to watch.

Looking towards the games this weekend, In 
Biggleswade United, we face a tough league 
opposition who will have equal ambitions in the 
FA Vase. We have all seen how Newport has 
made it to Wembley twice in this competition 
recently. It would be a dream for Real Bedford 
to do the same, and I hope we can go one step 
closer today.

The ladies face a very tough match in the FA 
Cup against Billericay Town, a team two divi-
sions above us. Still, we have an excellent team 
that is difficult to beat, and I know they will give 
100% this weekend to cause a cup upset.

Thank you again for coming down this weekend 
and supporting the teams. I hope you have a 
great afternoon, and I’ll see you again soon.

Peter McCormack,
Chairman







 POTTON UNITED
MATCH REPORT
Real Bedford fell short in the first 
round of the Beds Senior Chal-
lenge Trophy with a 3-1 loss to 
Leighton Town on the road.

With a heavily rotated side from 
the weekend, The Pirates conced-
ed two late goals and exited the 
competition at the hands of the 
Step 4 side despite having the 
majority of possession throughout 
the 90 minutes.

The best chances of the first half 
fell to Real Bedford. A good ball 
from Claston Gordon on the right 
flank found the head of Tom 
Hitchcock, but Karl Daley tipped 
his header around the post to deny 
The Pirates the opening score. 
Bedford were nearly off the mark 
off the resulting corner, Ollie Swain 
rising highest off the set piece, 

but Daley just managed to tip his 
header over the bar. 

Real Bedford also had a solid red 
card shout in the first half. A long 
ball over the top of the defence 
found Joey Evans, who looked to 
tap it past Karl Daley, who had 
sprinted out to meet the striker. 
The collision between the two 
players saw Evans hit the deck; 
however, the referee only bran-
dished Daley with a yellow card 
despite being the last man, as Ev-
ans appeared to have pushed the 
ball out wide.

Second Half

The game lit up in the second peri-
od, with all the goals coming with 
20 minutes to go. Leighton got the 
opener off a corner, with the ball 



 POTTON UNITED
MATCH REPORT

flicked on by Albie Hall to Jake 
Watkinson at the back post, who 
nodded it in for the hosts to take 
the lead.

Real Bedford responded to the 
goal instantly as Leighton failed 
to deal with a long Lewis Burgess 
throw-in in the box. The ball even-
tually sat up to Josh Setchell, who 
smashed it home on the half-volley 
to level proceedings with 10 min-
utes of the 90 to go.

The home side regained their lead 
not long after. A miscommunica-
tion at the back for The Pirates 
gave Jake Watkinson possession 
with McGregor off his line. The 
striker slotted the ball towards the 
goal, with substitute Ben Shepherd 
smashing it home as the ball was 
about to cross the line.

Real Bedford then put everything 
towards finding another leveller, 
with multiple chances off of set-
piece. But with all their players 
forward, the visitors were caught 
on the counter late on. Karl Daley 
collected the ball and smashed it 
downfield towards Jake Watkin-
son, who found himself one-on-
one with McGregor, bagging his 
brace and taking the game out of 
Bedford’s sight.

RBFC: McGregor, Corbit, Burgess, 
J.Ducket, Swain, Knight © (Smith 
70’), Setchell, Watkins, Evans, 
Hitchcock, Gordon (Stevens 79’)

Unused Subs: Walsh, Ahmed, 
A.Sinclair



This week, we sat down with Harry 
Hurst. Having only joined the side 
on dual registration a fortnight 
ago, Harry has already made two 
consecutive starts for the club. 
Having arrived from Aldershot, 
Harry discusses the start to his 
time at McMullen Park.

Reflecting on the last two 
games, confident wins in tricky 
conditions. How would you sum 
up the wins against Arlesey and 
Potton?
I think the boys played well in both 
of those games. Everyone showed 
real skill and character in that Ar-
lesey game with the weather as it 
was, and on Tuesday, we showed 
our dominance away from home. 
Both were good team performanc-
es, giving us good momentum 
heading into today. 

You’re past your first few weeks 
at the club; how have you found 

it so far?
Everyone at the club is so welcom-
ing it’s been easy just to fit in. My 
role on the field has been ex-
plained to me well and allows me 
to play the football I want to play, 
which I have enjoyed so far. 

It is quite a youthful squad. What 
do you make of the team culture 
off the field?
It’s a really nice mix of lads, and 
they have all been super welcom-
ing. Everyone seems very calm and 
down to earth, which puts you at 
ease, especially when you join a 
club mid-season. There are a few 
players I knew before joining, but 
not many. But only a few weeks in, 
I feel settled and enjoy spending 
time with the group on and off the 
field. 

What drew you to the idea of 
joining Real Bedford on dual reg-
istration?

THE BIG INTERVIEW WITH HARRY HURST



I knew Mark Ducket, who initially 
reached out to me before I joined. 
After approaching the Aldershot 
management, he told me there 
had been an injury crisis at left-
back, and I would get some regu-
lar game time. It’s been quite the 
jump, as this is my first time play-
ing men’s football. But everything 
about the club seemed right to me; 
the professionalism was there, and 
you could see it through all the so-
cial media. I knew it would fit me 
well, and I’m happy I joined. 

How can you see your time at the 
club developing your game?
It’s all one big learning curve, 
really. Men’s football is very dif-
ferent from youth; it challenges 
you more physically, tactically and 
most importantly, for me at least, 
it challenges you mentally. That’s 
something I have tried to work on. 
Being in a good mental state when 
playing is important as there’s a lot 

more pressure on you to succeed, 
especially at a club as ambitious 
as this. Hopefully, if I can develop 
my mental skills, everything else 
will follow suit. 
 
What are you expecting from 
Biggleswade Town, our visitors 
today?
It’s an exciting game; having spo-
ken to the team in the week, they 
have told me how important this 
competition is to the club; there’s 
a massive buzz around the place. 
It is certainly one of the biggest 
games I have played in, but I look 
forward to that pressure, and 
hopefully, we can pull out a big 
result in front of a strong McMullen 
Park crowd. We have trained well 
in the week, so I’m confident that 
we can put on a good show this 
afternoon. 

THE BIG INTERVIEW WITH HARRY HURST
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Biggleswade United Football Club 
was re-formed on the 16th July 1959. 
However, local history records indi-
cate that there was a Biggleswade 
United side playing at Second Mead-
ow as early as 1929.

The 1995/96 season was the most 
successful in the club’s history - win-
ning five major honours; the Beds 
Intermediate County Cup, Bedford 
and District League Championship, 
League Cup Championship and as the 
League’s representatives the club won 
the Beds. FA Centenary Cup. Having 
won every major Bedford League 
honour the club felt it was time to 
move on and made the decision to 
make the step up once again and 
returned to Division One of the SML. 
In an exceptionally successful first 
season we celebrated a Division One 
“double” by winning the Champion-
ship and the Division One Cup. We 
also retained the Beds. FA Intermedi-
ate County Cup, only the second club 

in the competition’s history to achieve 
this feat. To crown our success the 
club was awarded the SML Special 
Achievement Trophy in July 1997.

The next eleven years saw the first 
team led by Steve “Snowy” Wright 
and under his management the 
club continued to enjoy a very high 
level of League and Cup success 
ultimately achieving promotion to 
the Molten Spartan South Midlands 
League Premier Division and with it 
the opportunity to compete in the FA 
Cup. And under Snowy the club made 
three Beds FA Senior Challenge Cup 
final appearances, winning two of 
the three with victories over Stotfold 
(4-1) and Leighton Town (1-0) but 
missed out in 2006/07 going down 
2-0 to Dunstable Town. Snowy’s other 
cup successes came in the form of 
the Hunts Premier Cup, North Beds 
Charity Cup, Hinchingbrooke Cup, the 
SML Division One Cup and the SML 
Special Achievement Award once 

THE AWAY TEAM



again. The end of the 2006-2007 saw 
Snowy step down as manager with 
his assistant, Nick Burton taking over 
the first team reins. January 5th 2009 
saw the club embark on further ambi-
tious ground improvements. 

 In November 2014 the club took a 
further positive step to realise its am-
bitions with the appointment of Sky 
Sports Presenter and renowned au-
thor, Guillem Balague as Biggleswade 
United’s Director of Football. Guillem 
was quick to act and recruited a new 
Head Coach in Cristian Colas Bec-
cera. Cristian was assisted by former 
professional player, Stuart Bimson, 
and under their guidance the team 
finished in eighth spot in the Premier 
Division in 2017/2018 - the highest 
position in the club’s history. 

In the season 2019 2020 the club 
were sitting in a highly commendable 
third position in the Premier Division 
and under the management of Chris 

Devane and Trishnan Patel were hop-
ing for a promotion play off oppor-
tunity. However, in March 2020 the 
season was declared Null and Void by 
the FA after the devastating outbreak 
of the Coronavirus. 

The club has certainly come a long 
way in relatively few years but we 
could not have done it without the 
help of a very supportive Town and 
District Council who clearly under-
stand the benefits of having a com-
munity based club in Biggleswade. 
Our success is also very much down 
to a very hard working committee 
who throughout the year - not just the 
football season - continue to volun-
teer their time and commitment to 
the club, to help it continue to thrive 
and be a source of enjoyment for 
our supporters and the Biggleswade 
community.







THERE’S AN EASIER 
WAY TO PLAY SAFE

Simply take our free online Safeguarding Awareness course
for parents and carers and learn how to:

Help create positive football experiences

Recognise poor practice and report any concerns

Play an active role in keeping your children safe

To fi nd out more 
and take the course 
today, just scan 
the QR code:

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.
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