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FROM THE
DRESSING ROOM
I want to give a warm welcome to 
the manager, staff, players and direc-
tors of Arlesey Town.

It has technically been three weeks 
since our last home game at McMul-
len Park. (Discounting the relocated 
Crawley Green fixture). The team 
performed superbly on the road in 
every game, particularly against MK 
Irish, where the character shown on 
the field in what was a knockout 
game of football was unmatched. 
Positive performances against Leigh-
ton Town and Crawley Green give us 
good momentum heading into this 
afternoon’s clash with Arlesey Town, 
who we know from the reverse fix-
ture will prove a tough team to break 
down this afternoon.

I want to take this opportunity to 
welcome Harry Hurst to McMullen 
Park. Harry joins us on a month-long 
loan from Aldershot Town. We are 
delighted to be able to bring Har-
ry through the door and hopefully 
give him some valuable game time 
throughout November and allow him 
to develop as a player during his 
time with us. 

This upcoming month is turning out 
to be the busiest period for the club 
in a long time. With seven matches 
scheduled for November, we have 
two games nearly every week this 
month, including an exciting FA Vase 
and FA Cup double header alongside 
Real Bedford Ladies next weekend. It 
will certainly be a testing time for all 
involved at Real Bedford. 

At times like this, we are fortunate to 
have such a strong squad. We have 
depth in every position and players 
who are willing to put their all into 
games week after week, but we will 
need the support of fans more than 
ever as we push to get the most out 
of this block of fixtures. Your noise 
on the sidelines, away from home 
and at McMullen Park, can inspire 
the players to find that extra energy 
on the field. 

Thank you to all those who continue 
to support the club, wherever and 
whenever we play.

Rob Sinclair,
Manager



MK IRISH MATCH REPORT
Real Bedford progressed through 
to the second round of the FA 
Vase after a stunning performance 
against MK Irish away from home.

Having already competed against 
Irish twice this season, with the vic-
tories shared between the sides, The 
Pirates knew that they would need 
to produce an impressive perfor-
mance to overcome the home side 
over the 90 minutes.

Despite starting as a relatively even 
competition, with both sides creat-
ing chances inside the first 20 min-
utes, a fluke moment allowed Real 
Bedford to take an early lead. Lewis 
Burgess’ long throw-in from the left-
hand side of the pitch soared into 
the area and towards Tom Ladyman 
in goal. The keeper punched the 
ball in an effort to clear the danger 
but mistimed his effort, and the ball 
instead ended up nestling in the top 
corner without any further touches 

from Bedford players.

Soon after, Real Bedford doubled 
their lead with a more technical 
move. Mo Ahmed, Josh Setchell and 
Ben Stevens all got moments on the 
ball in the final third off the back of 
a Pirates corner before Stevens hit 
a perfect strike past Ladyman to 
make it 2-0 to the visitors inside the 
30-minute mark. 

From a similar position to the first 
goal, another Lewis Burgess throw-
in seemed to cause more issues for 
Irish, as the defender launched an-
other ball into the area. The head of 
Ollie Swain met the throw, but the 
centre-back couldn’t find the target, 
and Bedford headed into the break 
with a healthy 2-goal lead.

Second Half

It was more of the same from the 
away side in the second half, as 



MK IRISH MATCH REPORT
Bedford continued to dominate 
possession and not allow MK Irish 
to get any chances towards goal. 
Ten minutes into the half, Lee Wat-
kins linked up well with Ben Stevens 
on the right flank. The midfielder 
crossed the ball back into Joey 
Evans, whose shot was parried 
away by Ladyman but only as far as 
Ahmed, who tapped it in at the back 
post to further Real’s advantage.

And it didn’t take long for Ahmed 
to be in again. Just over 5 minutes 
later, Joey Evans headed on a clear-
ance kick from Lewis Burgess into 
Ahmed’s path, who raced clear of 
the defenders and chipped Lady-
man to bag his brace, pushing Bed-
ford 4 goals clear with 30 minutes 
left to play.

Despite being home and dry, The 
Pirates pushed for more. Ahmed was 
denied his hat-trick as a shot on a 
tight angle was inches away from 

hitting the top corner. Joey Evans 
was later denied from point-blank 
range as Ladyman smothered his 
shot on the turn from 2 metres out. 
Josh Setchell came close, cutting 
in from the left and curling a shot 
around the post in an audacious, 
low-driven effort. 

But the final goal did soon come. 
Mo Ahmed was once again in-
volved, Pickpocketing Clinton Zawe 
of possession before driving into the 
box and laying it off to Evans, who 
smashed it into a vacant net to fur-
ther his impressive goal tally within 
the FA Vase competition.

RBFC: McGregor, Corbit, Burgess, 
Swain, Knight ©, Smith, Setchell 
(Gordon 79’), Watkins (A.Sinclair 
90’), Evans, Stevens (Hitchcock 
74’), Ahmed

Unused Subs: J.Ducket, Walsh, 
Bozward



FROM THE BOARDROOM
Welcome back to McMullen Park, you crazy 
Pirates. Today, we face Arlesey Town, which 
we know will be a challenging match following 
the hard game they gave us away earlier in the 
season. 

Running a football club is no small feat, and the 
challenges are as numerous as they are varied. 
The complexity of organising and managing all 
the cogs that make this club work should not be 
underestimated, and it involves the hard work 
and dedication of an extensive team of profes-
sionals and volunteers.

Compared to the traditional businesses I have 
managed, Real Bedford FC is unique. The unpre-
dictability of the game, the passion of the fans, 
and the intense schedule of matches and training 
sessions create a dynamic and challenging envi-
ronment, but one I love. 

This week’s game against Stansted, unfortunate-
ly, abandoned at half-time due to a floodlight 
failure, illustrates these challenges. At the time 
of abandonment, Stansted were leading 2-0, and 
it was a tough call for the referee to make, but 
player safety is their priority. Sadly, this was the 
second such instance for Stansted in two weeks, 
as their previous game was abandoned after a 
torrential downpour during the match made the 
pitch unplayable, further highlighting the unpre-
dictable nature of football.

Abandoning a game brings many challenges, 
including the logistics of rescheduling amidst 
an already packed calendar, the burden on 
players travelling long distances midweek, and 
the financial implications of paying players for 
an additional game, refunding fans and paying 
officials. 

Managing a football pitch is a science in itself, 
requiring meticulous attention from off-season 
renovations to ongoing weather management 
and post-match repairs.

Preparing for a match day is a huge task, one 
that we spend all week on when we are playing 
at home, and we could not accomplish it without 
the dedication of our team and a host of invalua-
ble volunteers. From stocking the bar and prepar-
ing food to managing the gate and handling our 
social media presence, every little detail matters 
and everyone who is part of this carries out their 
tasks with precision and care.

Post-match duties are just as crucial, from feed-
ing both teams to updating official systems and 
preparing for the next match, and then beyond 
match days, we must ensure facilities are availa-
ble for training, engage with community groups, 
manage our e-commerce, and much more.

Our volunteers, especially those involved with the 
junior teams of Real Bedford Ladies and Bedford 
Park Rangers, play a vital role in nurturing junior 



FROM THE BOARDROOM
sports, providing quality coaching and ensuring 
a fun environment for all. They do all this in their 
spare time for the love of the game and to give 
kids in Bedford the opportunity to play football 
and develop.

Success in football requires a relentless dedica-
tion to excellence, but the unique thing about 
football is, however hard you have prepared, it 
all comes down to those 90 minutes, where we 
rely on the team to win three points or get us 
through to the next round of the cup. You can do 
everything right, and sometimes things don’t go 
your way; perhaps a shot is missed, a referee’s 
decision goes against you, or floodlights fail 
when you are 2-0 up. It is this unpredictability 
which makes football so addictive. With tradi-
tional business, you have forecasts and history to 
rely on. With football, you have no idea what will 
happen when Saturday comes.

I need to thank everyone who works so hard to 
make this club a success:
     a. Rob Sinclair, the best manager in non-
league football, and his dedicated backroom 
staff do everything to prepare the team for win-
ning matches. Similar with Dean Perrett and his 
backroom staff of Real Bedford Ladies, who have 
won every game this season.
     b. The players of Real Bedford and Real Bed-
ford Ladies, who give their all every game.
     c. Emma Firman, my Chief Executive, the 
heartbeat of our operations.

     d. Neil McCormack, my secretary, for his ex-
cellent work on our infrastructure strategy.
     e. Kitman Gezza, for his exceptional work with 
our kits and ensuring the teams have everything 
they need on a match day. As I write this, he is 
standing in front of me, preparing all the kits for 
the matches we have this weekend.
     f. Will Roberts, for driving our social media 
engagement to new heights.
     g. Benji, our new commentator, for making our 
live streams and audio broadcasts exciting for 
the fans who can’t be with us at McMullen Park.
     h. Seren, for her invaluable support during 
ladies’ match days, the No.1 Roberts in sports.
     i. All our volunteers, the unsung heroes of our 
club, including Mark, Lozza, Wendy, Oliver, and 
Seb, and anyone I have forgotten.

Our goal is clear: to bring league football to Bed-
ford for the first time. To achieve this, from the 
pitch to the boardroom, we must have a relent-
less dedication to being the best at everything 
we do. I am proud to be the chairman of this 
club, and I will continue to give everything I have 
to bring success.

Up the Pirates!

Peter McCormack,
Chairman



LEIGHTON TOWN MATCH REPORT
Real Bedford fell short in the first 
round of the Beds Senior Chal-
lenge Trophy with a 3-1 loss to 
Leighton Town on the road.

With a heavily rotated side from 
the weekend, The Pirates conced-
ed two late goals and exited the 
competition at the hands of the 
Step 4 side despite having the 
majority of possession throughout 
the 90 minutes.

The best chances of the first half 
fell to Real Bedford. A good ball 
from Claston Gordon on the right 
flank found the head of Tom 
Hitchcock, but Karl Daley tipped 
his header around the post to deny 
The Pirates the opening score. 
Bedford were nearly off the mark 
off the resulting corner, Ollie Swain 
rising highest off the set piece, 

but Daley just managed to tip his 
header over the bar. 

Real Bedford also had a solid red 
card shout in the first half. A long 
ball over the top of the defence 
found Joey Evans, who looked to 
tap it past Karl Daley, who had 
sprinted out to meet the striker. 
The collision between the two 
players saw Evans hit the deck; 
however, the referee only bran-
dished Daley with a yellow card 
despite being the last man, as Ev-
ans appeared to have pushed the 
ball out wide.

Second Half

The game lit up in the second peri-
od, with all the goals coming with 
20 minutes to go. Leighton got the 
opener off a corner, with the ball 



LEIGHTON TOWN MATCH REPORT
flicked on by Albie Hall to Jake 
Watkinson at the back post, who 
nodded it in for the hosts to take 
the lead.

Real Bedford responded to the 
goal instantly as Leighton failed 
to deal with a long Lewis Burgess 
throw-in in the box. The ball even-
tually sat up to Josh Setchell, who 
smashed it home on the half-volley 
to level proceedings with 10 min-
utes of the 90 to go.

The home side regained their lead 
not long after. A miscommunica-
tion at the back for The Pirates 
gave Jake Watkinson possession 
with McGregor off his line. The 
striker slotted the ball towards the 
goal, with substitute Ben Shepherd 
smashing it home as the ball was 
about to cross the line.

Real Bedford then put everything 
towards finding another leveller, 
with multiple chances off of set-
piece. But with all their players 
forward, the visitors were caught 
on the counter late on. Karl Daley 
collected the ball and smashed it 
downfield towards Jake Watkin-
son, who found himself one-on-
one with McGregor, bagging his 
brace and taking the game out of 
Bedford’s sight.

RBFC: McGregor, Corbit, Burgess, 
J.Ducket, Swain, Knight © (Smith 
70’), Setchell, Watkins, Evans, 
Hitchcock, Gordon (Stevens 79’)

Unused Subs: Walsh, Ahmed, 
A.Sinclair



This week, we sat down with Tom 
Hitchcock, the current squad’s all-time 
leading goal scorer. With a decorat-
ed career in football, Tom reflects on 
how he got into the world of football, 
his relationship with his father, Kevin 
Hitchcock and what the future holds 
for the Hitchcock name in football. 

As we reflect on the last few weeks 
of football, it’s certainly been a bit 
of a roller coaster for Real Bedford 
fans. How have you found it?
It’s been a decent few weeks. The 
match against MK Irish was obviously 
a massive result for the club. Person-
ally, it was also good to get my first 
start of the season against Leighton 
Town in the cup. Although we didn’t 
manage to get the win, it was good 
to get a go from the off, having now 
recovered from the broken wrist I got 
at the start of the season. 

As someone who has been a con-
tinuum in the Real Bedford attack 
throughout the last two seasons, is 

this current group of teammates as 
exciting to play with as they are to 
watch?
It’s very exciting. We have a real-
ly strong core of players who not 
only perform well on the pitch but 
are good people to be around off it. 
They’re all very good footballers that 
we are fortunate to have at this club. 
In both training and on a match day, 
you can’t help but enjoy kicking a ball 
around. 

With many young players in the 
ranks around your position, what 
have you taken from being one of 
the more experienced heads in the 
dressing room?
It’s something I have been doing a 
lot of throughout my career. I have 
always wanted to help the younger 
players wherever I can because I was 
in that position once and had people 
help me. It’s nice that they can look 
up to me and the rest of the lead-
ership group for advice, and I’m still 
learning a lot from them, too. 

THE BIG INTERVIEW WITH TOM HITCHCOCK



It’s no surprise that your dad, Kevin, 
had a significant influence on your 
early football years, but what was it 
like having him in the game as you 
were looking to break into it your-
self?
From very young, I was surrounded by 
football. I remember during the school 
holidays I would go with my dad to 
training at Chelsea and be amongst 
it all. For any 7 or 8-year-old, it would 
be a dream, but for me, it was normal. 
When I got older and started playing, 
he would be quite tough on me. Only 
because he knew I had talent and he 
wanted to help me succeed. Looking 
back, I wouldn’t have wanted it any 
other way. When I joined Blackburn, 
initially, I was known as “Hitchy’s son”, 
but that soon wore off as I proved my 
worth. Having my dad in the game 
had its pros and cons for sure, but he 
is such an inspiration to me. As I said, 
I certainly wouldn’t change it. 

As a father yourself now, is there 
a chance your kids may follow the 

same path?
Potentially, I’ll definitely encourage 
them to try it out. I probably wouldn’t 
be as tough as my dad was, but that’s 
because we are just different people 
in that way. I played a lot of sports 
growing up, and I would want my 
kids to do the same. If they decide 
that football is something they want 
to pursue, hopefully, I will be able to 
help them with that dream as much as 
possible, just like my dad did for me.
 
What are you expecting from Ar-
lesey Town, our visitors today?
They gave us a good showing in the 
reverse fixture away from home, and 
off the back of the first-half perfor-
mance on Tuesday and the way that 
game ended, I think the team will 
be keen to right some wrongs this 
afternoon. If we can stay patient on 
the ball and take our chances where 
needed, then I can’t see why we 
couldn’t get another win over them.

THE BIG INTERVIEW WITH TOM HITCHCOCK







CRAWLEY GREEN MATCH REPORT
Real Bedford put four past Crawley 
Green to close the gap at the top of the 
league.

Goals from Evans and Swain, a brace 
from Ben Stevens and a Crawley Green 
consolation effort left the score at 4-1 on 
a cold Saturday afternoon.

The Pirates got off to a fast start and 
found their first chance inside 5 minutes. 
A short corner routine between Ahmed 
and Stevens saw the latter whip in an 
inviting cross towards the head of Lewis 
Burgess, who flicked it across the face of 
the goal in agonising fashion.

Bedford continued to knock on the 
Crawley door but struggled to find clear 
opportunities to break the deadlock as 
the Crawley defence held firm. Pirates 
fans would have to wait until just before 
the halftime break before the first goal of 
the game. Crawley’s goalkeeper parried 
a shot from range from Ben Stevens, but 
only as far as Joey Evans. The striker 
reset the play, finding Lewis Burgess in a 
deeper role, before finding Stevens inside 

the area. Stevens evaded defenders well 
before firing a shot towards goal, taking 
a deflection to fool Tierney Parker in be-
tween the sticks and cross the whitewash 
for the first goal of the game.

Second Half

Real Bedford continued their intensity 
from the end of the first half into the start 
of the second and found more opportuni-
ties as Crawley came out less defensive. 
10 minutes in, a Charlie Smith corner was 
punched away by Parker to Setchell, who 
fizzed it back towards goal on the half 
volley from 20 yards out. Parker again 
parried the effort, and Ollie Swain picked 
up the scraps from out wide, delivering a 
ball to the back post towards his cen-
tre-back partner Luke Knight. However, 
the captain’s header was off-target, and 
Crawley got away without conceding. 

Real Bedford did get their second a few 
minutes later. Charlie Smith regained 
possession in the midfield before playing 
a direct pass towards Evans, who raced 
towards goal. With Stevens, Corbit and 



CRAWLEY GREEN MATCH REPORT
Ahmed all in pursuit. Evans took his time 
before laying it off to Stevens, who in turn 
found Corbit, then Ahmed before playing 
it back to Evans a few yards out, who 
made no mistake, bagging his 20th goal 
of the season inside 20 games.

Bedford got their third after the 70th-min-
ute mark. Another short corner routine 
between Mo Ahmed and Ben Stevens al-
lowed Stevens to whip a cross in. The ball 
floated past everyone in the area towards 
Luke Knight, who in turn passed it back 
to Burgess, who produced a delightful 
delivery from the opposite flank towards 
Swain, who nodded it in at the back post 
for his first goal in Real Bedford colours. 

Moments later, Crawley Green picked up 
a consolation. A loose pass at the back 
from McGregor found Fullwood, who in 
turn played in Harry Peterson, who slotted 
it home to bring the game back to a two-
goal deficit.

The 3-goal cushion was soon restored. 
Charlie Smith, Ben Stevens and Tom 
Hitchcock all linking up in the midfield left 

space in behind for Stevens to run into. 
Hitchcock tapped the ball towards Ste-
vens, who steadied himself before smash-
ing it past the keeper into the bottom left 
corner to complete his brace.

Crawley Green thought they had their 
second with a few minutes to go; a long-
range Paris Smith header was palmed 
away acrobatically by McGregor, who 
collected it on the second time asking. 

With the clock in the red, Real Bedford 
nearly put away a final chance. Claston 
Gordon, running down the right flank, 
played in Andy Sinclair, who Crawley 
Green defenders smothered before the 
referee blew his whistle for full-time.

RBFC: McGregor, Corbit, Burgess, 
Knight, Swain, Smith, Setchell (Hitch-
cock 79’), Watkins (A.Sinclair 86’), 
Evans, Stevens, Ahmed (Gordon 88’)

Unused Subs: Walsh, J.Ducket
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THE AWAY TEAM
Arlesey Town Football Club, 
rooted in Bedfordshire, England, 
and affiliated with the Bedford-
shire County Football Associa-
tion, currently competes in the 
Spartan South Midlands League 
Premier Division. They play their 
home games at New Lamb 
Meadow, continuing a legacy 
that began when the club was 
founded in 1891.

The club’s journey in competi-
tive football started in the Big-
gleswade & District League and 
progressed to the Bedfordshire 
County League in 1922. They 
quickly established themselves 
as a competitive side, finishing 
as runners-up in the first sea-
son and again in the subsidiary 
competition in 1923-24. How-
ever, after some early strug-

gles which saw them leave and 
rejoin the league, Arlesey found 
success by winning the South 
Midlands League Division Two 
in the 1929-30 season.

Arlesey’s football journey saw 
them experience fluctuating for-
tunes through the mid-20th cen-
tury. They won multiple titles, 
including back-to-back league 
titles in the early 1950s, and 
transitioned through several 
leagues including the Parthenon 
League and the London League. 
A return to the South Mid-
lands League in the 1960s was 
marked by immediate promo-
tion and relegation, highlighting 
the club’s resilient spirit.

The 1980s and early 1990s were 
marked by significant achieve-



ments and challenges. Arlesey 
won the Premier Division of 
the United Counties League in 
1984-85 but faced financial 
hurdles leading to their return 
to the South Midlands League. 
The 1994-95 season was par-
ticularly triumphant as the club 
clinched the Premier Division 
title with a record points haul 
and secured the FA Vase at 
Wembley.

Entering the new millennium, 
Arlesey achieved consecu-
tive promotions, moving from 
the Spartan South Midlands 
League Premier Division up to 
the Isthmian League with a re-
cord-breaking offensive season. 
They saw further reassignments 
across divisions due to league 
reorganizations, ultimately 

clinching the Division One Cen-
tral title in the 2010–11 season 
and earning a spot in the Pre-
mier Division.

In recent years, Arlesey Town 
FC made headlines by reaching 
the first round of the FA Cup in 
consecutive seasons (2011–12 
and 2012–13), facing teams 
like Salisbury City and Coventry 
City. However, following a rele-
gation from the Premier Division 
after the 2014–15 season, they 
suffered another drop to the 
Spartan South Midlands League 
Premier Division by the end of 
the 2017-18 season. Despite 
these setbacks, the club con-
tinues its passionate pursuit of 
football excellence.



RBFC LADIES MATCH REPORT
On a wet Sunday afternoon at 
McMullen Park, Real Bedford La-
dies looked to continue their per-
fect start to the season, hosting 
Needham Market in the league.

From the first whistle, the Pirates 
dominated proceedings, with Erin 
Price, Zara Carroll, and Gemma 
Croucher controlling the midfield 
and stifling any attempts from 
Needham to establish a foothold 
in the game.

The first real opportunity of the 
match came within the opening 
10 minutes, courtesy of CJ’s pace 
down the left flank. She put in a 
dangerous low cross, but Cesca 
Partridge was just out of reach. 
Amber Smith raced onto the loose 
ball, only to send her shot agonis-
ingly wide of the target. Smith con-
tinued to threaten the Needham 

defence, nearly setting up Tasha 
Fensome in a move similar to the 
opening goal of last week’s win 
against Stevenage, but this time, 
the ball was just too high for the 
head of the Bedford striker.

Bedford’s persistence paid off in 
the 18th minute when Erin Price 
delivered a perfect through ball to 
Cesca Partridge. Partridge took a 
deft touch to evade the Needham 
defenders and unleashed a power-
ful strike from the edge of the box, 
finding the bottom left corner of 
the net.

The Pirates doubled their advan-
tage just three minutes later. Gem-
ma Croucher, deep in her own half, 
launched a pinpoint through ball 
to Tasha Fensome, who outpaced 
the Needham defence and coolly 
slotted the ball home, marking her 
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15th goal of the season.

Fensome netted her second of the 
day in the 27th minute following 
a long free kick from the Bedford 
captain, Zara Carroll, into the 
Needham Box. Her slight header 
confused the away side’s defence, 
and the ball rolled into the net.

Needham’s Page Wakefield nar-
rowly missed a chance to get her 
side back in the game just before 
halftime. A low cross from the right 
found her free in the box, but as 
she slid in, she could only guide 
the ball wide of the sticks.

Second Half

The second half saw a shift in mo-
mentum, with the Pirates unable 
to capitalise on their chances and 
Needham gradually growing into 

the game. Fensome, Smith, and 
Partridge missed opportunities to 
extend the lead with good oppor-
tunities.

Needham’s persistence finally paid 
off in injury time, capitalising on a 
rare mistake from the Pirates’ de-
fence to snatch a late consolation 
goal, courtesy of Lucy Loomes.

Despite a less convincing second 
half, Real Bedford Ladies walked 
away with all three points, main-
taining their 100% start to the 
season and extending their lead at 
the top of the table to 8 points.












